THE IMPORTANCE OF THE
OPENING DAYS OF DHU’L HAJ]J

When Allah takes an oath with a place, object or person, then the
purpose is to show the sanctity and religious significance of it.

In the Holy Qur’an, Allah Almighty says:

By the dawn! And the ten nights VI | W P
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According to Ibn ‘Abbas and many other Companions (may Allah
be pleased with them all), the ‘ten nights’ here refer to the opening
days of Dhu’l Hajj.! This therefore indicates that these days hold
utmost importance in our religion.

Theblessed ahadith of the best of all creations, Sayyidund Muhammad
#& reflect this very fact. Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him)
reports that the Messenger of Allah g said:
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1 Tafsir al-Qurtubi (20:27).



Abu Hurayra (may Allah be pleased with him) reports:
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Fasting any day during it is
equivalent to fasting one year
and to offer late-night prayers
during one of its night is like
standing in prayer on the
Night of Power’ (Sunan al-
Tirmidhi).

As the Quran inform us, Layla al-Qadr is ‘better than a thousand
months’ (97:3). One night of worship in the first ten nights of the
Dhu’l Hajj holds the same rank. The reward of fasting for an entire
year can be attained by fasting in these blessed days. Please note
fasting on Eid (the tenth, eleventh and twelfth) is strictly forbidden
in Sharfah.

The most elated of all saints, Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir Jilani (d. 561
AH/1166 CE) writes in Sufficient Provision for Seekers of the Path
of Truth:

‘It has been said that Allah will bestow ten charismatic gifts
(karamah) upon anyone who treats these ten days with all due
honour and respect, namely:

o Blessed grace (baraka) in his earthly life

o Increase in his property and wealth

o Safekeeping for his dependents

o The forgiveness of his sins

o The multiplication of his good deeds

o The easing of his agonies (sakarat) at the time of death
o The illumination of his grave



o The favourable weighing of the Scales (mizan) on the Day of
Resurrection

o  Salvation from the descending layers (darakat) of Hell

o Promotion to the ascending levels (darajat) of Paradise’

May Allah enable us all to take full spiritual benefit of these blessed
days, amin.
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