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Introduction

Salawat is a form of worship and in many ways, the greatest form of
them all. It is a supplication (du‘a) that we perform in the right of
our beloved, Prophet Muhammad #.

How does salawat translate?

Prophet Muhammad #& is the recipient of salawat, but what this
word mean depends on where it actually stems from. The Quran
states in Sirah al-Ahzab (33):

Indeed, Allah and His angels ) s Oy =iy 01 o
send salawat upon the Prophet. =~ i

O Believers! You [too] send lpodvy ade |gho 1ol o-zﬂ‘ e
salawat upon him and excessive .
salutations! (33:56). B

From this verse, we understand that three beings send or are asked
to send salawat and salam upon the Prophet g:

a. Allah
b. His angels
c. the Muslims.

Salawat means different things, according to who is sending it.

Salawat from Allah

For Allah, his salawat translates as praising the Messenger #.
For many scholars, the fact that Allah also sends salawat upon
the Messenger makes it the best form of worship. Better than Hajj,
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Sawm, Salah and Zakah. The reason is simple. Because it is the
only form of worship that Allah orders us to do and He does it
himself too. The same is not the case with Zakah, Sawm and Hajj.
It is mentioned in Rith al-Bayan (Sirat al-Qarib, 35):
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Sending salawat upon Muhammad g is the best of all worships
because Allah performs it, then He orders the angels and
believers to do it. None of the other worships are like that.

In fact, the salawat and salam we send is better than the sajda
(prostration) performed to Adam by the angels on this very basis.
Allah ordered the sajda but He did not do it himself.

Allah orders salawat and salam and He does it himself. It is
mentioned in Rith al-Bayan (Sirat al-Qarib, 32):
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This honour - bestowed upon our Prophet g from Allah - is
better than then honour given to Adam, peace be upon him,
when the angels prostrated to him, because it is not befitting that
Allah participate with the angels in this honour [of prostrating

to Adam]. But Allah Himself informs us that He sends salawat
upon the Prophet &, as well as the angels.



This fact - that Allah too sends salawat - is sufficient for us to
appreciate the importance of salawat. It is a totally unique form of
worship.

Salawat from the Angels

For them, it is a form of du‘a for the Messenger, for the raising of his
ranks. They pray to Allah to shower blessings and mercy upon him.

We have no idea how many angels there are. What we do know
is they all send salutations upon the Prophet #&.

Please note that importantly, the salawat of the angels and Allah
are permanent.

Grammatically speaking, the verse is jumla ismiyya (nominal
sentence) not jumla fi‘'liyya (verbal sentence), meaning their salawat
is not restricted to a particular time and tense; rather it is ongoing
and has been too.

Salawat from the Muslims

Once Allah and His angels have sent salawat and salam upon the
Prophet #, is there any purpose behind us sending it? After all, we
cannot improve on it. Once they have sent it, what is the purpose
of us sending it?

a. Inreality it is in our benefit to send salawat and salam. Like all
forms of worship, ultimately, we ourselves benefit.!

b. Secondly, Allah says that when you send one salawat upon the
Prophet # he will give you many things in return. It's a mean
of our forgiveness, our elevation and our happiness. It carries
too many benefits to even list. In al-Qawl al-Badi* (pp. 16-17),
Imam al-Sakhawi has listed hundreds of specific benefits for us
in reciting salawat and salam.

1 Inreality, all forms of worship are done for the sake of Allah, but we benefit from
it. Salah is a constant in a volatile world. It is the ultimate body workout, for mind, body
and soul. Zakah is given to please Allah, but we benefit. It stops stinginess and selfishness.
Hajj eradicates racism and sows unity. Qurianic recitation increases one’s memory and
concentration span.
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Benefits of Salawat

It leads to the forgiveness of sins, which is in our benefit:

On the authority of Aba Burdah
ibn Niyar & who said that the
Messenger of Allah g said: ‘No
servant from my Ummah sends
blessings upon me sincerely from
himself, except that Allah sends
ten blessings upon him, and
writes for him ten good deeds,
raises him by it ten levels, and
wipes away from him by it ten
sins’

“Whosoever sends salawat upon
me once, Allah sends salawat
upon him, he forgives ten minor
sins and raises him by ten stations
(darajats)”?
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Also, Anas ibn Malik & reports from the Messenger of Allah g:
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2.

It increases our weight on the Mizan (Scales) on the Day of
Judgement. Again, who benefits? We do. Imam al-Qurtubi writes
in his Tafsir:

When the good acts of a believer | 2 el Ol cas 13)
‘_).> C>
are light [on the Scales], the T , y
Messenger of Allah g will V8 Bl ol ade Ul Lo
roduce a card and he will thro . )
tton bt side, 5t B gmdl Ol S 3 \apild

it on the scales on the right side.
So the good acts side will now j|3 Jsd oldl e Sl
weigh more. So that believing ‘

servant will say to the Prophet Hw) ade QU Lo @JJ ool !
gk: ‘May my father and mother )
be sacrificed for your sake! How by ey ol Lo gy 30 G
beautiful is your face! And how 2 )y S yed ks ]
wonderful is your character!

Who are you?’ The Prophet g& e J-a3 vvféj\ Ol ol e
will reply: T am Muhammad, L -
your Prophet. And this [card] e Oy e sl id 3
represents the salawat you used

to send on me...

The salawat we send now will transform into a nir (light) for us
on the Sirat (Bridge) on the Day of Qiyama. In Dald@’il al-Khayrat,
Abu Hurayra & reports that the Messenger # said:

For the O%‘le whf) sends ,sala‘w_dt o5 oo L\l de oy e ]
upon me is a niir on the Sirat. i T

And who is on the Sirat and is = H)j“ Jol e bl Al &
from the people of niir, he will Wil -
not be from the people of the fire Sl give
of Jahannam?

Read salawat now and it will be saviour on the Day of Judgement.
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4. Tt leads to closeness to the Prophet # on the Day of Qiyama.
In a hadith recorded by Imam al-Tirmidhi and reported by Ibn
Mas‘id & the Prophet g said:

“The person closest to me on the 3y, H}}g\ Lalal o 3 oL Jyl
Day of Judgement is the one who " )

sent most salawat upon me.”

This is where you will want to be on the most difficult day of all - at
the feet of the Messenger #&. Related to this fact is that on the Day
of Judgement, we will yearn and beg for the shafa‘ah (intercession)
the Messenger, with Allah’s permission. Sending salawat upon him
is the price we give now in order to attain that great gift on the Day
of Judgement. It is mentioned in Rih al-Bayan (Sirat al-Qarib, 41):

“Salawat is the price for shafa‘ah” delasdl a3 sdlall ol

5. In return for sending salawat upon him, Allah and His angels
send blessings upon us. Imam Ahmad reports in his Musnad:

“Whosoever sends blessings . ¢ sl Sosanly ol e Lo e
upon the Prophet once, Allah and : T

His angels send blessings upon Mo Crre a5y
him seventy times.”

6. Itleads to the acceptance of our du‘ds, which again is in our
benefit:

‘Ali said: ‘Every du‘d is veiled lo Loy s> s sles £ e
until one sends salawat upon =~ N °
Prophet Muhammad ¢ s



‘Umar said that indeed a du‘@ 5 L) o Ogsee el o) ae
is suspended between the skies .
and earth and does not ascend at @2 (3> =5~ 4 Jaa RRT
all, until one sends salawat upon .

> ; SVENU W
your Prophet, Muhammad g. =

The reason is explained by Abt Sulayman:

‘When you ask Allah for Jesdlall lols 2ol bl el 3]
something then commence ~

with blessings upon the Prophet $dally ==l ol ey @-’J\
# and finish too with blessings o 3

upon him. For indeed this is a Lot oy scde 4l Jo ¢ e
supplication that is not rejected. ) A ey L, 0l 3 Y olsses
So it is not befitting for Allah to 3

reject what is in between the two! begw Lo

7. There are countless other benefits, but let us share the beautiful
report of Ubayy ibn Ka‘b, which basically summarises what
happens to us when we in abundance send salawat and salam:



In short, spend your time reciting the Qur’an and sending salawat
upon the Prophet g&. Allah - the Knower of what is in your hearts -
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It was narrated that Ubayy ibn
Kab & said: When two-thirds
of the night had passed, the
Messenger of Allah g& would
say: “O people, remember
Allah, remember Allah. The
first Trumpet is about to sound,
and will soon be followed by the
second; death has come with all
that it entails, death has come
with all that it entails, death
has come with all that it entails’
Ubayy said: I said: O Messenger
of Allah, I send blessings upon
you a great deal; how much of
my prayer (du‘d) should be for
you? He said: “Whatever you
wish” I said: One quarter? He
said: “Whatever you wish, and if
you do more it is better for you.”
I said: Half? He said: Whatever
you wish, and if you do more it
is better for you.” I said: Two-
thirds? He said: “Whatever you
wish, and if you do more it is
better for you.” I said: Should I
make all my du‘a for you? He
said: “Then your concerns will
be taken care of and your sins
will be forgiven. (al-Targhib, 337)
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will answer your prayers without you even having to ask.

8.

Perhaps most importantly, when you send salawat and salam
upon him, the Prophet g shows unparalleled elation. He is happy
when we send salawat upon him. We tend to reserve a sajda
shukr (Prostration of Thanks) for the really big happinesses in



our lives; the degree, the marriage and the new born child. Our
Prophet # did a prolonged sajda shukr to Allah - so long that
the observing Companion ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Awf thought he
had died in that state - when he learned the immense reward on
offer for the one who sends salawat and salam upon him from
this Ummah:

‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Awf & | &2y Gy p o) e e
reports that the Messenger L N i
of Allah # once left and so I ade A ;}"”‘U‘“ Jsey S JB ae
followed him until he entered a N PR
s WL 55 5o a2asl
date-tree garden. The Messenger I g rjwj
& performed a sajda, which he c.2s ,l cus 3> semadl JBL
prolonged so much that I thought =
perhaps Allah has taken his soul. JU s 5 olsgs a3 Al Oy O
He lifted his head [eventually]. Lol Lo s anls a5 ol oo
He asked: “What is it, O ‘Abd ~ J 7 eﬁjb '
al-Rahman!” I mentioned what = Jlas & cll> & S36 J6 ¢ Nl
happened to which he replied: | o,
“Jibril came to me. And he said: W) o) g Y &; Je b ol
‘Does it not please you that Allah . ) . .
Almighty says that whosoever — ~ ) y o sk Jmse
sends salawdt upon you once, ade cwlo e e 0y ks
Allah sends salawat upon him. . )
And whosoever sends salam IS ) Sz
upon you, Allah send salam upon
him. So I fell into prostration to
thank Him”

On another occasion, the Prophet s came to Fajr all smiling. When he
was asked why, he explained that Jibril had come at night, informing
him of the reward for the one who sends salawat upon him:
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On the authority of Abu Talha
al-Ansari & that the Messenger
of Allah g came one day and
happiness was evident on his
[blessed] face. We said: “We
certainly see happiness on
your face!” He said: “Indeed, an
angel came to me and said: ‘O
Muhammad! Your Lord says: ‘Are
you not pleased that no one sends
blessings upon you except that I
send ten blessings upon him, and
no one sends salutations (salam)
upon you except that I send ten
salutations upon him”
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You send salam, he g shows happiness. Is that not the whole purpose
of our life?

A SUMMARY OF HOW SALAWAT BENEFITS US

A means of our forgiveness

Closeness to the Prophet Muhammad # on the Day of Judgement

Ease of provision

The key to his intercession g&

The means by which our prayers are answered

A means of pleasing Allah and His Messenger .



Sending Salawat

How to send salawat upon the Prophet Muhammad g.

o Understand that we - most of the time - are too weak, sinful
and feeble to send salutations and blessings directly. That’s why
most salawadts that we have been taught start with Allahumma.
In other words, we are not sending salawat ourselves, we are
requesting Allah to do so. We are too sinful and disrespectful
to address him g directly, hence we have asked Allah to do so.?

s o
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o There are salawat that the Messenger # specifically taught us,
like the one we recite in Salah (Durad Ibrahimiyyah). Then
there are countless more from the Companions and the early
Muslims. There is not one version or method of sending salawat
upon him. Duriid Ibrahimiyyah cannot be the only one because
it does not contain ‘salam’ and the verse from Surah al-Ahzab
asks us to send salawat and salam.

2 ‘Allama Badr al-Din ‘Ayni writes that when the people of deep, spiritual
knowledge (‘irfan) are granted presence in the heavenly realm, they address him directly
with the words: al-salam ‘alayka ayyuha 'n-Nabi (MIH, Sublime Messenger, 69). Yes, in Salah
we address him directly, when we say: as-salam ‘alayka ayyuha 'n-Nabii in tashah’hud. But
Allah allows that because the Muslim is saying so in the state of Salah, in the best possible
spiritual act. When you are worshipping Allah as if you are observing Him. And if you
cannot do that, then He certainly is observing you.



Conclusion

Do you want to build a personal relationship with the Prophet g?
Then send salawat:

On the authority of ‘Ammar
ibn Yasir & who said that the
Messenger of Allah # said: ‘O
‘Ammar ibn Yasir! Indeed Allah
Almighty has granted one of
the angels the ability to hear the
entire creation - and in another
version - the ability to recall the
names of the entire creation - and
he is standing at my grave until
the Final Hour begins. There is no
one from my Ummah that sends
blessings upon me except that the
angel says, “O Ahmad! So and so,
son of so and so (mentioning his
name and his father’s name) has
sent such and such blessings upon
you! And the Lord Almighty
has guaranteed that whosoever
sends one blessing upon you from
your Ummabh, Allah will send ten
blessings upon him. And if they
increase [the amount of salawat],
Allah will increase’
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What this hadith shows is that when you send salawat upon him,
you are building a personal bond with him g, by which he knows
you well.

2. We send salam to all prophets and messengers, and the main
angels. Reflect on the beautiful verses from al-Saffat:
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Upon our Messenger, we send salam and salawat.

3. Inthe verse from Sirah al-Ahzab, Allah asks us to send blessings
(salawat) upon him g&, as well as salam. However, it is important
to note that the salam has been stressed more, evident from the
word ‘taslim’ (maf il mutlaq). Why is the salam stressed more?

It is so we remember how important the concept of salam is
in our religion. Everything is based on this very word of salam:

o Our religion derives its name from the same word as salam.
o Our greetings to one another is salam.

o The first thing we will hear from the angels in Jannah is salam.
o One of the names of Jannah is Dar al-Salam.

 Our response to the ignorant and troublesome people is salam.
o After every prayer we recite:

Pl e sl L) ki 3L et 2400
« And upon our Messenger g, we constantly send saldm.

If salam is such a dominant concept in our religion, do you not
think our how life should be governed by the philosophy of salam?
Of peace? Of love and compassion? Of bringing people together?

The more you send salawat and salam upon the Messenger, the
more your mind will open up to this very concept.



