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Shaytan - the open enemy

Introduction

Shaytan is the biggest enemy of ours. He sees us though we do not see him. As soon as we are
born, he begins his Waswasas on us and this continues throughout our lives. The extent of his
influence is clear from hadith, reported by Sayyiduna Anas (may Allah be pleased with him):
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The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 'Certainly Shaytan runs through man just
like blood does!

What was his crime?

*He refused to respect prophets (by not prostrating to Adam, peace be upon him).
*He was racist. He thought he was a better creation. The Qur'an states:
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Allah said: ‘What prevented you [O Iblis] that you did not perform Sajda when I commanded

you?’ He replied, ‘I am better than him. You created me from fire and You created him from
clay’ (7: 12).

*He was not an apologiser. Adam (peace be upon him) too was made to make a mistake (to
create the sunna of Tawba) but he apologised. Shaytan made a mistake, did not apologise and
remained defiant.

*He defied the [jma, namely the consensus of the angels. He was commanded and was the only
one to refuse the prostration.

*He was big-headed and arrogant. Allah does not like the arrogant.

What is his goal?

In short, to take down as many people as possible with him. To the fire of hell.
The pious men of all are exempt from this and this certainly means the
prophets and messengers of Allah. This is the admission of Shaytan too:
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He said, ‘My Lord! Because you misled me, I shall indeed adorn the path or
error for them on the earth, and I shall mislead them all. Except Your
[chosen] sincere servants’ (15: 39-40).

Of course, the Prophet (peace be upon him) was the one furthest away from
the influence of Shaytan. Ibn Mas’ud (may Allah be pleased with him) reports
that Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said:
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‘There is none amongst you except he has been assigned a partner from the
jinns (to entice evil) and a partner from the angels.’ They asked, ‘O Messenger
of Allah! Including you?’ He replied, ‘Including me. But Allah helped me over
the[evil] partner and he became a Muslim. So now he does not order me
except with good’

How does Shaytan operate?

a. He only troubles you when you are doing good things. In other words, he sits on the
Sirat Mustaqim.

Generally speaking, when we perform Salah, then our mind wanders
everywhere and we find it hard to concentrate. Our mind strays onto matters
like work, leisure, TV and shopping. On the other hand, when we watch TV,
we have 100% concentration. Why do these things happen? Because Shaytan
panics when he sees you do a good thing. He therefore diverts your attention
away at all costs.

Imam Abu Hanifa was once approached by a man who complained he had lost
his gold, which he had buried in the ground. Imam Abu Hanifa said he could
not help. When he persisted, he told the man to stand after Isha till Fajr in
Nafl prayers. The next morning, the man came to the Imam and said he had
found the gold. Imam Abu Hanifa laughed and said, ‘I knew Shaytan would
never let you read Nafls all night.

Shaytan even tries to delay the completion of your ablution. In a hadith
mentioned by Ibn Maja, we are told that there is a Shaytan called Walahan
that tries to trouble a Muslim in Wudi:
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When you get Waswasas, it shows that you are doing something good. But it
also shows the power of Shaytan that he can influence your thinking and
movement.

b. He promises things he cannot deliver, like wealth and eternity

In the Qur’an, Allah mentions the false promises of Shaytan:
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Shall I not lead you to the Tree of Eternity and a Kingdom that will never
deplete? (20: 120)

What is the tree of eternity? This idea that you will live forever and that
things can be delayed til tomorrow, next week, month, year and decade.
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What is the treasure that never depletes? Again it is a trick of the devil. He
always tricks us to believe enough is never enough and that we need more. He
tries to make us greedy and selfish.

c. He has traps

Sayyiduna Isa (peace be upon him) once saw Shaytan pulling along five
donkeys. He asked Shaytan what they were. Shaytan replied, ‘These are my
merchandise. I wish to sell it.” Isa asked ‘tell me what exactly they are then?’
Shaytan then proceeded to tell him the names.

‘They are aggression, pride, jealousy, treachery and fraud. Aggression
[ sell to kings. Pride I sell to the leaders of the towns and cities.
Jealousy I sell to Qaris. Treachery I sell to traders and merchants. And
fraud I sell to women!

Note that the last part is not derogative to women. The hadith also means
when women are manipulated by men, which makes the men blameworthy.

How can we protect ourselves from his Waswasa?

Ta’awwuz: If you could fight Shaytan alone, Allah would allow you to. You
cannot and that is why you need Allah’s help to defeat him. That’s why we
recite Ta’awwuz:

[ seek refuge with Allah from the Shaytan, the accursed.

These words are an acknowledgement that only Allah can help you overcome
him. Without His help, you can never defeat the devil. Allah has to lock him
up just so you can fast properly.

Zikr of Allah: Seemingly, the hadith of Anas (mentioned at the beginning)
suggests that Shaytan has complete control over us, in each and every part of
our body. But the Prophet (peace be upon him) chose his words very
carefully. If the Shaytan runs in our bodies like blood in our veins, then
remember that all blood comes and returns to the heart. So if the heart is
clean (with the Zikr of Allah), then the blood that leaves it will also be clean.
Allah states that Zikr cleans the heart first and foremost:
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Behold! With the remembrance of Allah, hearts find peace (13: 28).

Conclusion

*Guilt and Waswasa is an indication of faith (not part of it). It shows that Shaytan has
something worth taking from you, your Iman. Our youngsters are sometimes inundated with
negative thoughts and they become worried as a result. In many instances, this is actually a
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good thing because it means the Shaytan is working on them. If he wasn'’t then it would
suggest they have nothing worth stealing. A burglar never targets a barren house.
In this day and age, it would be worse if a youngster said ‘I don't suffer from any Waswasa at

all’

*Spend so much time in good acts that you do not have time of bad ones. Fill your heart to the
brim with the Zikr of Allah and the love of the Prophet that no space remains for the Shaytan.

*Feel his presence. He is there. When you are on the streets, in the college
and at home. Mute his influence on your life.

“Time and time again, Allah in the Qur'an describes Shaytan as the ‘open enemy’ (2: 168), (2:
208), (6: 142), (7: 22),(12: 5), (17: 53), (36: 60), (43: 62).
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tasted of the tree, that which was hidden from them of
their shame (private parts) became manifest to them and
they began to cover themselves with the leaves of Paradise
(in order to cover their shame). And their Lord called out
to them (saying): "Did I not forbid you that tree and tell
you: Verily, Shaitan (Satan) is an open enemy unto you?"
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Sura Yusuf

5. He (the father) said: "O my son! Relate not your vision
to your brothers, lest they arrange a plot against you.
Verily! Shaitan (Satan) is to man an open enemy!
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Shaitan (Satan) is to man a plain enemy.
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plain enemy to you.
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For a good reason; because we often make enemies out of people who are not real enemies.
We make our mother-in-laws our enemies. Our own parents. Brothers and sisters. Partners,
husbands and wives. States, nations and organisations. No. It is Shaytan who actually causes
this division and hatred. He is the real enemy.

When Muslims come, sit and laugh together it is the work of the Rahman. When Muslims split,
stop talking and divide, it is the work of the Shaytan.

*Recite Ta’awwuz as much as possible and other Duas and Wazifas from the pious
predecessors. Shaykh Umar ibn Hafeez once explained that Imam Muhammad bin Wasi would
often make a supplication which Allah inspired him to compose. The Devil came to him and
said: Every time I try to approach you I find a barrier in my way. What is the supplication that
you make?” He said, ‘I say:
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“0 Allah, You have given an enemy power over us who sees our faults and who is aware of our
weaknesses. He and his tribe see us from whence we see them not. O Allah, make him give up
hope of harming us, just as You have made him give up hope of receiving Your mercy; make
him despair of harming us just as You have made him despair of receiving Your pardon.
Distance him from us just as You have distanced him from Paradise.”
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